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O LORD, who never failest to help and govern those 
whom thou dost bring up in thy stedfast fear and love; 
Keep us, we beseech thee, under the protection of thy 
good providence, and make us to have a perpetual fear 
and love of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Epistle. 1 St. John iii. 13. 
MARVEL not, my brethren, if the world hate you. We 
know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the love 
of  God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But  whoso 
hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but 
in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are 
of  the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 
For if  our heart  condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart 
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments, and do those things that  are 
pleasing in his sight. And this is his commandment, 
That we should believe on the name of  his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
c o m m a n d m e n t . A n d h e t h a t  k e e p e t h h i s 
commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And 
hereby we know that  he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he hath given us.

The Gospel. St. Luke xiv. 16. 
A CERTAIN man made a great  supper, and bade many: 
and sent his servant at  supper time to say to them that 
were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. And 
they all with one consent  began to make excuse. The 
first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, 

and I must needs go and see it: I  pray thee have me 
excused. And another said, I have bought  five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove them: I  pray thee have me 
excused. And another said, I  have married a wife, and 
therefore I  cannot come. So that servant came, and 
shewed his lord these things. Then the master of  the 
house being angry said to his servant, Go out  quickly 
into the streets and lanes of  the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the 
blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou 
hast commanded, and yet there is room. And the lord 
said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled. For I say unto you, that none of those 
men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

Today  we pray  that God will keep us under the 
protection of His good providence. We also hear 
some very  powerful and always timely  truths in 
todayÕs readings. LetÕs ponder three questions 
with which we must all wrestle and ultimately 
answer.

What does the world think of Christians?
We are given more than a hint with the opening 
words of todayÕs epistle, “Marvel not, my 
brethren, if the world hate you.”

Since the day  Adam ate the apple the world has 
been at odds with God. So much so, that He 
became one of us in the person of Jesus Christ to 
set things straight again.

He told us, “ye shall be hated of all men for my 
name’s sake: but  he that endureth to the end 
shall be saved.” (Matthew  10:22)  Do you believe 
it? If not, whoÕs been whispering in your ear? 
What books have you been reading? At whose 
feet have you sat to be taught of life, of love, of 
death and of eternity?

It is at the foot of the Cross that we kneel. Jesus 
is THE TEACHER, and it is He who said that there 
would be inevitable Òhard choicesÓ for His 
disciples: Òevery  one that hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my  name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life.” (Matthew 19:29) 

He also said it would go further than mere hard 
choices or hatred by  others: He said the worldÕs 
hatred would be acted out: “they  shall lay their 
hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you 
up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being 
brought before kings and rulers for my name’s 
sake.” (Luke 21:12)

Jesus even told us the ÒwhyÓ of it all - “all these 
things will they  do unto you for my  name’s sake, 
because they  know not  him that  sent  me.” (John 
15:21)  All of those things are TRUE, and thatÕs 



why  JohnÕs letter tells us today, “Marvel not, my 
brethren, if the world hate you.”
The hatred we encounter shouldnÕt surprise any 
of us. The worldÕs hatred of Christ brought about 
His crucifixion. Why  should the world love us, if it 
did not embrace Him?

What are we to do, in His Name?
It is not coincidental that on this day  we hear of 
our calling to love in two separate readings - in 
the epistleÕs reading from 1 John 3 and in 
Morning PrayerÕs declaration of 1 Corinthians 13. 

What are we to do in the Name of Christ? If the 
three greatest theological virtues are faith, hope 
and love/charity, and if Love is the greatest of 
these three, because in the end, as we stand in 
the presence of God eternal, all that is IS love, 
perhaps we ought to do what holy  writ tells us to 
do in reference to this thing called Òlove.Ó 

In todayÕs epistle John tells us precisely  what we 
are called to do in the Name of Christ Jesus: 

ÒHereby  perceive we the love of God, because he 
laid down his life for us: and we ought  to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. But  whoso hath 
this world's good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 
[and here is what we are to do]  My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

As one of the saints of the past said, Ò Actions 
speak louder than words; let your words teach 
and your actions speak. (St Anthony of Padua)

If you base your life on the love of God, show it, 
prove it, live it, do it in all things, everywhere and 
always, remembering that what we do and donÕt 
do in life gives others a window through which 
they  can gaze into our hearts to see what and 
who truly resides within us. 

And know  this Christian Truth also, always: the 
love to which we are called is extraordinary. It is 
the love that is directed first toward God, then 
also toward one's neighbors and oneself as 
objects of God's love. 

As John tells us, ÒWe love Him, because He first 
loved us.” (1 John 4:19)

How do we know that to be true? Look at the 
Cross! Jesus told us, and then He lived it: 
ÒGreater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay  down his life for his friends. And then He 
added, Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.” ( John 15:13, 14) 

What is the choice
with which we are faced?

Jesus shows us in the gospelÕs parable of the 
Great Supper. 

Why  did those guys make excuses? Because they 
had things which they  deemed more important to 
do. They  didnÕt want to waste their time at the 
great supper. One had a ÒgreaterÓ yoke of oxen, 
another a ÒgreaterÓ piece of property, and another 
a ÒgreaterÓ new  wife - all of which took priority 
over the (in their eyes) Ònot-so-greatÓ dinner 
invitation. 

Jesus never speaks of the mundane. His words 
are always of eternity, not merely  of the 
temporal. With that in mind, letÕs remember the 
conclusion to the LordÕs parable this day. Ò I  say 
unto you. That  none of those men which were 
bidden shall taste of my supper.”

The choice with which we are faced? To be of the 
world, or to be ChristÕs soldier and servant, 
faithfully, until the day we die.

II

The world hates those who stand up for Jesus 
Christ and the Truth that He is and ever shall be. 
We know what we are to do in life: live it for 
GodÕs greater glory, by  both our words and 
deeds. 

We know  that we must choose Christ above all 
else, always and in everything we do and say.

Can we do that to which we are called? By  GodÕs 
grace and our cooperation, you bet! Will we? Time 
will tell. And our life will, too.

For now, it all comes down to what and who we 
love and our willingness to suffer for GodÕs 
greater glory  and the furtherance of His kingdom.  
And listen: the suffering wonÕt lastÉ it wonÕt!  
But Love will!

+I n the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
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